To:  Manzanilla,  Enrique[Manzanilla. Enrique@epa.gov];  Allen,  HarryL[Allen. HarryL@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Zito,  Kelly[ZITO. KELLY@EPA.GOV];  Keener,  Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.gov];  Tenley, 

Clancy[Tenley. Clancy@epa.gov];  Yogi,  DavidfYogi. David@epa.gov];  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty[Harris- 
Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov];  Maier,  Brent[Maier.Brent@epa.gov];  Nattis,  Randy[Nattis. Randy@epa.gov] 
From:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Sent:  Sun  8/9/2015  12:24:08  AM 

Subject:  RE:  Okay  to  provide  to  Congresswoman  Kirkpatrick's  staffer  Ken  Montoya? 


Talked  to  Rebecca  Russo  Congressional  Liaison  for  R8,  she  said  to  cc  her  on  my  email  to 
Montoya,  and  I explained  to  her  it  was  a short  write  up  of  R9  activities,  not  much  more  that  I 
presented  in  the  R8  Congressional  Call  today. 


Talked  to  Rusty  he’s  taking  a look,  Randy  let  me  know  the  location  timing  needed  to  be  re- 
worded  and  the  Nation  has  this  info  correct? 


Below  is  reworded  section,  will  wait  for  Rusty  and  confirmation  that  the  Nation  has  the  info 
before  sending  to  Montoya. 


Navajo  Nation  Impacts 


The  discharge  will  shortly  cross  into  the  Navajo  Nation  boundary,  near  Hogback,  but 
Navajo  officials  have  reacted  quickly,  assessing  their  water  intake  systems  and  issuing 
a precautionary  "do  not  use"  public  service  announcement  regarding  tap  water. 


Thanks! 

Dean  Higuchi 

Press  Officer/Congressional  Liaison/Public  Affairs 

US  EPA,  Region  9,  Hawaii  Office 

higuchi.dean@epa.gov 

808-541-2711 
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From:  Manzanilla,  Enrique 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  08,  2015  1:47  PM 

To:  Higuchi,  Dean;  Allen,  HarryL 

Cc:  Zito,  Kelly;  Keener,  Bill;  Tenley,  Clancy;  Yogi,  David;  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty;  Maier,  Brent; 
Nattis,  Randy 

Subject:  Re:  Okay  to  provide  to  Congresswoman  Kirkpatrick's  staffer  Ken  Montoya? 


Dean 


Go  ahead  and  send  as  long  as: 


1 )  it  is  accurate  (I  think  it  is  - but  both  Randy  and  Harry  should  confirm) 


2)  it  is  what  has  already  been  communicated  to  the  Nation  (I  think  it  is) 


3)  it  is  consistent  with  what  other  regions  are  providing  in  writing  to  their  congressional 
offices. 

(You  should  make  sure) 


From:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  8,  2015  4:41  PM 

To:  Allen,  HarryL 

Cc:  Manzanilla,  Enrique;  Zito,  Kelly;  Keener,  Bill;  Tenley,  Clancy;  Yogi,  David;  Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;  Maier,  Brent 

Subject:  RE:  Okay  to  provide  to  Congresswoman  Kirkpatrick's  staffer  Ken  Montoya? 


Thanks!  Will  await  answer  from  Rusty  and  Enrique. 
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Dean  Higuchi 


Press  Officer/Congressional  Liaison/Public  Affairs 

US  EPA,  Region  9,  Hawaii  Office 

hiquchi.dean@epa.gov 

808-541-2711 


From:  Allen,  HarryL 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  08,  2015  1:40  PM 
To:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Cc:  Manzanilla,  Enrique;  Zito,  Kelly;  Keener,  Bill;  Tenley,  Clancy;  Yogi,  David;  Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;  Maier,  Brent 

Subject:  Re:  Okay  to  provide  to  Congresswoman  Kirkpatrick's  staffer  Ken  Montoya? 


I defer  to  Rusty,  Enrique  so  other  regions  are  aware. 

Sent  from  my  iPhone 

On  Aug  8,  2015,  at  4:32  PM,  "Higuchi,  Dean"  <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>  wrote: 

Is  it  okay  to  provide  this  to  Ken  Montoya  from  Congresswoman  Kirkpatrick’s  office? 


Navajo  Nation  Impacts 


The  discharge  water  plume  was  identified  this  morning  entering  the  San  Juan  at  confluence 
with  Animas  River. 


The  discharge  has  yet  to  cross  the  Navajo  Nation  boundary,  near  Hogback,  but  Navajo 
officials  have  reacted  quickly,  assessing  their  water  intake  systems  and  issuing  a 
precautionary  "do  not  use"  public  service  announcement  regarding  tap  water. 


Region  9 reached  out  to  Navajo  Nation  EPA  (NNEPA)  officials  and  subsequently  were 
requested  assist  w ambient  river  sampling  in  the  San  Juan  River.  The  Navajo  EPA  surface 
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water  monitoring  program  (Shiprock  Office)  collected  water  and  sediment  samples  from  the 
San  Juan  River  Friday  and  Saturday  - prior  to  the  spill  impact. 


NNEPA  also  requested  drinking  water  sampling  support  immediately  for  Navajo  operated 
drinking  water  wells  (Montezuma  Creek)  and  a water  intake. 


The  drinking  water  intake  is  located  in  Mexican  Hat  UT  is  off  line.  Two  feeder  canals  from 
the  San  Juan  were  closed  as  a precaution.  EPA  and  NNEPA  will  conduct  sampling  to 
ensure  water  quality  in  these  locations. 


EPA  Region  9 Response  Activities 


Region  9 deployed  2 START  contractors  to  coordinate  and  assist  them  with  sample 
collection  and  lab  services  and  will  assist  in  creating  a sampling  Task  Force  with  NNEPA, 
Navajo  water  agencies  and  potentially  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation. 


Region  9 also  is  deploying  an  On  Scene  Coordinator  (OSC)  to  Durango  to  coordinate 
Navajo  sampling  Task  Force  updates  and  results  with  the  Region  8 incident  command  post 
and  will  ensure  command  messages  get  back  to  Navajo  officials  in  this  early  phase  of  the 
response. 


A second  OSC  will  deploy  to  the  Navajo  Nation  in  Farmington  on  Monday  to  coordinate 
additional  field  activities.  Other  Region  9 staff  may  assist  with  these  roles  including  a 
drinking  water  expert  perhaps. 


Region  9 will  also  deploy  a Public  Information  Officer  (PIO)  to  participate  in  a Joint 
Information  Center  (JIC),  presently  in  Durango,  with  and  other  the  affected  Federal,  State, 
County  and  Tribal  agencies. 


Two  Community  Involvement  Coordinators  will  be  deploying  Sunday  to  Farmington. 
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Thanks! 


Dean  Higuchi 

Press  Officer/Congressional  Liaison/Public  Affairs 
US  EPA,  Region  9,  Hawaii  Office 

hiquchi.dean@epa.gov 

808-541-2711 


2410688 


ED  000552C  00005068-00005 


